NEKMPA

Coastal Warden/Guardians e-News
July to Sept 2017
Dear Coastal Wardens & Guardians,
We’re springing into our summer programme and most busiest time of
year – and we hope to see you out and about.
There’s plenty of ways to help – so look through this up-to-date listings
to see what you can join in with – and register to help (via the doodlepoll
links mentioned; with quick links shown at the very end of this e-News!)
We’ve copied some images from previous activities & events (below & Xtra) and had over 200 participants attending our 3 Easter Scavenger
Events; Julie & Laura helped raise awareness of the coast at the Thanet
Volunteer Fair; and we have attended a few community events – from
Ramsgate’s Sea Safety Day to Walpole Bay Tidal Pool’s 80th celebrations.
Julie Jellyfish & Laura Lobster at the Thanet Volunteer Fair 2017

Great Eggcase & Scavenger Hunts were very popular in April 2017

NE Kent Coast – Activity Surveys
The monthly surveys coming up:

2017

Survey 1
(every 1st full weekend)

Survey 2
rd

(every 3 full weekend)

July

Sat 1
Low tide 12:33 (1.0)

Sat 15
Low tide 10:46 (1.0)

August

Sat 5
Low tide 17:47 (1.0)

Sat 26
Low tide 10:04 (0.6)

September

Sat 2
Low tide 16:18 (1.4)

Sat 16
Low tide 15:57 (1.1)

October

Sat 7
High tide 13:02 (5.5)

Sat 21
High tide 13:16 (5.3)

Note: Ramsgate Tides shown (For High Tides, add 7mins = Broadstairs, add 45 mins for Margate.
For Herne Bay & Whitstable - check local tide tables! {hyperlink}

Trainings and Events Listings: July to Sept
July
Shorelife identification (/Capturing Our Coast – basic introduction / Coastal Warden module 3)
Thur 6 July, 10am (7.5hrs), Droit House, Margate harbour / & beach
Presentations and practical training to explore the variety of life between the tides, and techniques to equip
you to contribute to surveying Marine Protected Areas. Led by Fiona White (Kent Wildlife Trust).
This course is being offered FREE as part of your NEKMPA Coastal Warden/Guardian Scheme.
Booking Essential: https://secure.thanet.gov.uk/officeforms/Booking-Book.ofml?ResourceID=250&sc=74ad4467

Kent County Show – My Wild Enchantment under the Sea
7-9 July: Guardians of the Deep host the Kent Wildlife Trust display http://bit.ly/2us6P18

National Whale and Dolphin Watch 29 July – 6 Aug 2017
The SeaWatch Foundation helps people to run events all over the country over the week to help provide a record of
whale, dolphin & porpoise distribution. http://www.seawatchfoundation.org.uk/nwdw-2017/

NEW: Coastal Guardian - Introductory
Thur 13 July, 6-8pm
A new 2-hour introductory course for new Coastal Guardians held in Whitstable (Horsebridge Centre)
If you know of any ‘new’ volunteers – ask to email Laura at: Laura.Welton@Thanet.gov.uk

NEW: CITiZAN workshop – Recording Seaside Margate
Wed 19 July, 10am (6hrs)

Meet: The Antoinette Centre, Quex Park Birchington
Free training learning about CITiZAN and how to record archaeological sites & features with their mobile app
(/paper). No previous experience is needed - just enthusiasm! Booking essential: lband@mola.org.uk

Shoresearch & BBQ – Nayland Rock, Margate
Fri 21 July, pm (times = tbc: Low Water Margate: 17:06, 0.8m)
Coastal Wardens & Shoresearchers {KWT/TCP} Join us for a summer social – starting with a survey of the
chalk reef, followed by a b.y.o. barbeque near the Coastal Community Beach Hut. Also a support day for
practice your ‘Capturing Our Coast’ volunteers.
Meet: Near Coastal Community Beach Hut, just on the beach opposite Arlington Square and Station
Approach. (CT9 1XN; OS Map Ref: TR 348 707) Book: Fiona.White@kentwildlife.org.uk
Let us know if you can make it. Book: doodlepoll http://doodle.com/poll/r4sthvm2vnrg7ysf

National Marine Week 2017 The Wildlife Trusts run a national campaign to celebrate our seas (from July to
August). In 2017, the Thanet Coast Project with Kent Wildlife Trust will run the summer Seashore Safari t as part of the
‘Guardians of the Deep’ project to link people to new Marine Conservation Zones (MCZs) and our NEKMPA designation.
Your help is crucial to help raise awareness of marine life around the Thanet coast.

NEW: Kent's Marine & Coastal Wildlife – Exhibition
Sat 29 July to Sun 3 Sept, 10am to 5pm
Drum Room, Droit House (Margate Visitor
Information Centre), Margate Harbour
CT9 1JD
Free public exhibition of our intriguing marine
& coastal wildlife of the local Marine Protected
Areas - with additional images from our
volunteer Coastal Wardens/Guardians, and the
SEAS archives of the Thanet coastline, with
help from the Thanet Coast Project and
NEKMPA Coastal Wardens.
Volunteers needed: please let us know if you
are able to help with setting up the exhibition:
thanet.coast@thanet.gov.uk
WHEN:
Thur 27 July: 2pm – 5.30pm
Fri 28 July: 2pm – 5.30pm

Thanet Coast Seashore Safaris - Volunteer opportunities {Open to the Public}
Explore Thanet’s chalk rocky shore for its fascinating rockpool wildlife! Identification sheet &
equipment is provided and there is help on hand to identify your finds. Wear suitable
footwear for rocks & rockpools! All events last for 2 hours and are suitable for ALL the family,
but particularly 4-11s. Children must be accompanied by an adult.
Suggested donation of £1 per person (adults & children).






Wed 26 July, 8.30am - Minnis Bay, Birchington (CT7 9QP)
Thur 27 July, 8.30am - West Bay, Westgate (CT8 8QZ)
Fri 28 July, 9.30am - St Mildred’s Bay (CT8 8TP)
Sat 29 July, 10am - Eastcliff, Ramsgate (CT11 8DG) – not 9am!
Sun 30 July, 11am - Western Undercliff, Ramsgate CT11 9PH) – not 10am!
(For 11 Aug to 16 Aug Seashore Safaris = see below)

Further details & public booking/payment link online: nekmpa.org.uk
Volunteering: doodlepoll: http://doodle.com/poll/r4sthvm2vnrg7ysf

There’s no need to be a marine expert, as there are jobs for many abilities and interests on these events.
If you would like to volunteer at any of the summer safaris

August
Whitstable Harbour Day - Guardians of the Deep stall
Sat. 5 Aug, 10.30am-4.30pm - celebrating its maritime connections: http://bit.ly/2u7cBpd

Monkton Nature Reserve - Open Day
Sun 6 Aug, 11am – 3pm. The day will include pond dipping, birds of prey, guided walks, acoustic music,
tombola, refreshments and chance to see refurbished museum.
Volunteer opportunity: If anyone would like to attend with flyers & leaflets on behalf of the Thanet Coast
Project, please get in contact: thanet.coast@thanet.gov.uk

How to Lead a Beach Clean - Pegwell Bay
Thur. 10 Aug, 6pm - 8pm
Interested in learning how to organise and lead a beach clean? Then come along to this session and find out
how! You will learn about health and safety procedures, how to arrange for the rubbish to be collected, and
other skills essential for a successful beach clean. (Open to all the Guardians of the Deep network)
Contact: laura.welton@thanet.gov.uk to book your place

Thanet Coast Seashore Safaris - Volunteer opportunities
See July above {Open to the Public}







Fri 11 Aug, 8.30am - Walpole Bay, Cliftonville (CT9 3HF)
Sat 12 Aug, 9am - Stone Bay, Broadstairs (CT10 1DP)
Sun 13 Aug, 9.30am - Joss Bay, Broadstairs (CT10 3PG)
Mon 14 Aug, 10.30am - Botany Bay, Broadstairs (CT10 3LG)
Tue 15 Aug, 11am - Dumpton Gap, Broadstairs (CT10 1TA)
Wed 16 Aug, 12pm - Nayland Rock, Margate Main Sands (CT9 1XN)

Public to book online: nekmpa.org.uk
Volunteer help doodlepoll: http://doodle.com/poll/r4sthvm2vnrg7ysf
EXTRA VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY:
Demelza House families (from Sittingbourne) - Seashore Safari – private!
 Thurs 17 August, 1.30pm (1,5hrs) – Nayland Rock, Margate Main Sands
Just three to four volunteers needed to help at this extra event - as only a ‘wet table’ will be used.
Volunteer help: please get in contact via thanet.coast@thanet.gov.uk

Thanet Coast Project at the 'Broadstairs Water Gala' – Volunteer opportunity {Open to the Public}

Wed 23 August - Viking Bay area
The Thanet Coast Project will be running two community events at this year's Gala festivities suitable for children & their families:


8.00pm “Seashore Safari – Louisa Bay”

(ideal for 4-11s,& all the family – children must be accompanied by an adult)

Meet: On beach at Louisa Bay
Join this rockpooling venture and help explore the shore for our local marine life. Wear suitable footwear for rockpools and
walking on the rocks; and suitable clothing or protection from the weather on the day. This event is suitable for all the family. Places
are limited and are on a "first come - first served" basis! {Lasts 1.5hrs}


10.30am “Beach Scavenger Challenge – southern end of Viking Bay”

(for 6-11s, accompanied by an adult)

Meet: On beach above tidal pool area (below Preacher’s Knoll)
Wear suitable clothing for the sandy beach – scavenger challenge & BeachArt/labyrinth - and protection from the weather on the
day (windproof if windy; suncream; t-shirt; hats if sunny!) Places are limited and are on a "first come - first served" basis! {Lasts
1hour}

Water Gala Volunteer help needed: doodlepoll http://doodle.com/poll/r4sthvm2vnrg7ysf

Sandwich Bay Bird Observatory - Open Day
Sun 27 Aug, 10am – 4pm The day will include illustrated talks, bird ringing, photo exhibition, walks
refreshments and family activities. Free admission (£1= toll road charge to Observatory)
http://sbbot.org.uk/

September
An Introduction to Kent’s Marine Wildlife – Kent Wildlife Trust Workshop
Wed 13 September
An introduction to marine wildlife identification. Aimed at those with a little or no knowledge who would like to
know what they are looking at when they visit the coast. Contact:
Cost:£23 for KWT/Shoresearch volunteers (£28 for others). www.kentwildlife.org.uk

Organising your own Beachwatch event:
To run your own public event you can register as an organiser with the Marine Conservation Society (MCS)
online and receive full instructions and advice information (www.mcsuk.org/beachwatch/).
Please contact us if you would like any further advice on running your own event, and do let us know the
details of when/where/how long it will last - so that we can get permissions, advertise it locally online, &
arrange for collection of the rubbish bags with the local authority. We may have some equipment (protective gloves,
bags, sticks, sharps box, first aid) to assist at your event, although we will need to link up to exchange
equipment with other events in the area. See: 10 August (above) to join a ‘How to lead a beach Clean’
training.

MCS Beachwatch Big Weekend 2017: 15-18 Sept
Help on this national weekend of action - the UK largest beach clean & survey – to clean and record the
beach litter in your bay, or help on one of the public cleans listed.

MCS Great British Beach Clean 2017 {Open to the Public}
Join a public beach clean & litter survey as a part of the MCS’s annual national campaign.
These events last for 2.5 hours and are open to the general public to join in. Gloves, sticks, bags and hoops
are provided. Please wear appropriate clothing & footwear. You can join an organised even at:



Plumpudding Beach Clean along the refreshing Northern Sea Wall
Sat 16 Sept 10am (2.5hrs) Meet: Outside 'The Minnis Bar & Brasserie', Minnis Bay, Birchington.CT7 9QP



Pegwell Bay Beach Clean along the National Nature Reserve beach by the cliffs.
Sat 16 Sept 2.30pm (2.5hrs) Meet: At the beach below the former hoverport access road, Cliffsend. CT12 5HY



Booking: www.nekmpa.org.uk or www.mcsuk.org/ Look out for the further organised events online
that will be run by Coastal Wardens or volunteer groups online under our ‘What’s On’ page.
Volunteer help: If you would be able to join in & help volunteers to monitor litter at the above
beach cleans – or run your own - Please let us know: thanet.coast@thanet.gov.uk

RSPB: The Wonders of Migration
Tue. 26 Sept, 7.30pm - Price: £ 3.50 members £ 5 non-members.
John Buckingham, trustee of the Sandwich Bay Bird Observatory Trust (SBBOT) is the RSPB’s guest
speaker. John is an experienced ornithologist and bird tour leader, and an active bird ringer who studies
migration in detail. Meet: The Portland Centre, Hopeville Ave, St Peters, Broadstairs CT10 2TR
Tel. 01843 961483 E-mail: therspbthanetlocalgroup@talktalk.net

e-Xtra e-Xtra e-Xtra e-Xtra e-Xtra e-Xtra e-Xtra e-Xtra e-Xtra

Shoresearch – Stone Bay(above);

Scavenger Hunts – Margate (below)

Great Eggcase/Scavenger Hunts – Broadstairs & Ramsgate (above);

Volunteer Fair; Something Fishy (Talk); & NNR event (below)

The Walpole Bay Tidal Pool draining viewing for Coastal Wardens/Guardians became our
largest facebook item with over 28,500 people reached & over 137 shares!

Ramsgate Sea Safety Day (above);

Cliff, Caves & Castle World Ocean Day walk (below); Walpole Bay Tidal Pool 80 th (further below)

NEW OPPORTUNITY:
Coastal Community Beach Hut (CCBH) Volunteer
(a- Margate Main Sands; & b- Ramsgate Main Sands)
If anyone is interested to looking after either of the two CCBHs - in Margate &
Ramsgate this year (July to Sept, inclusive) – just checking between visits & that the
beach play/educational/first aid equipment is back in place & the hut is clean for the
next group please get in contact through: thanet.coast@thanet.gov.uk . Bookings
will be taken through the VICs.

Coastal Explorer: tracker packs
Family ‘Coastal Explorer’ tracker packs’ now available for hire
from the Visitor Information Centres in Margate, Broadstairs (Lillyputt minigolf) and
Ramsgate; with others available to use for community groups booking the Coastal
Community Beach hut! The packs are great for families entertained with a multitude
of equipment and cards to help keep the group going through a series of fun tasks
allowing them to explore and have fun at these 3 main coastal locations in Thanet.

More Activities: Kentish Stour Countryside Partnership are (Kent Sport & KCC) running walks & a cycle for
over 55s in Thanet The activities are free however some of the walks require people to pay for public transport unless
they have a bus pass. People need to book through phoning 03000 410900 or emailing kentishstour@kent.gov.uk
Things to bring and wear: Come prepared for the weather – sun cream and coats; Wear flat, comfortable footwear;
Bring a drink and snack; Where bus journeys are part of the route, the cost of fares is between £2 and £4.

Fri 14 July: From Windmill to Woods (2 miles; 4hrs-bus return) A walk starting with a tour of Drapers Windmill and
ending at Mocketts Wood, St Peter’s before catching the bus back to Margate. Meet: 10am, at the memorial fountain in
Dane Park. Walk leader: Annie Thurgarland: 07740 185224.

Tues 5 Sept: Coastal Walk 2 – Margate to Westgate-on-Sea (2.5 miles; 3 hrs - return by train). Margate to
Westgate-on-Sea along sea wall, beach and clifftop. Historical and wildlife interest on the way. Meet: 10am at Margate
Train Station. Walk leader: Martin Thomas: 07710 384952

Sat 5 August 10am OR 1pm Thanet Cycle Ride: ‘Get Back to the Bike’ (<10 miles; 2hrs). Thanet coast from
Turner Centre along the Viking Trail and country with some simple riding tips!
Meet: Hartsdown Leisure Centre Car Park, Hartsdown Road, Margate, CT9 3QY.
Ride leader: Sarah Eaton-Brown, Liz Humpage & Cycling Age team

For up-to-date current news & information, please look at our social media links:
www.facebook.com/nekmpa1

twitter.com/ThanetCoastProj

The facebook site is open to public view (so you do not need to be a member of facebook to view these pages!)

Also remember, we have a ‘closed group’facebook page only for Coastal wardens
– so you can share, ask questions and talk only other Coastal wardens online
Also new ‘Guardians of the Deep’
https://www.facebook.com/guardiansofthedeep/

For further details, please go online to: nekmpa.org.uk for background
information. This includes an outline of some of the 2017 public events under ‘What’s On’
As per usual - Your own page – with links to online reporting is at:

http://nekmpa.org.uk/coastal-warden-survey/
(Activity survey dates and all your links to online surveys or incident reports and other information!)

Remember to let us know about any sightings – jellyfish to shellfish harvesting, or unauthorised
vehicles on the beach via our online “incident reports”…we look forward to hearing from you!
And hope to catch up with you on the coast very soon!
With thanks

Tony
& Laura
Thanet Coast
N.E. Kent Marine Protected Area
www.nekmpa.org.uk
01843 577672
c/o Thanet Council, PO Box 9,
Cecil Street, Margate, Kent CT9 1XZ
www.thanet.gov.uk
www.facebook.com/nekmpa1
twitter.com/ThanetCoastProj

PS:
See below: For the summer doodlepoll links to indicate when/where you are able to attend/help!

NEKMPA Coastal Wardens – Summer 2017
Quick Doodle bookings:
http://doodle.com/poll/r4sthvm2vnrg7ysf

{link: copy & paste to view online}

Please indicate online if you would like to attend / help:
- Shoresearch BBQ Nayland Rock, Margate
Seashore Safaris:
- Minnis Bay
- West Bay
- St Mildreds Bay
- Eastcliff, Ramsgate (– not 9am as originally shown!)
- Western Undercliff, Ramsgate (– not 10am as originally shown!)
- Walpole Bay
- Stone Bay
- Joss Bay
- Botany Bay
Tue 15 Aug, 11am - Dumpton
– Nayland Rock, Margate
Water Gala (Wed 23 Aug:
8am Safari – Louisa Bay
10:30am Challenge - Viking Bay (south - nr Tidal Pool)
(for all other events/activities/training - please email or contact the address shown!)

