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In particular, the Act will include:

The designation of Marine Protected
Areas (MPAs) throughout UK seas
These will consist of European marine sites,
Sites of Special Scientific Interest and new
nationally important sites designated by the
Act, known as Marine Conservation Zones
(MCZs).

These sites will protect examples of the full
range of ‘typical’ biodiversity, as well as rare
and threatened habitats and wildlife, and will
be led by the Balanced Seas project in the
south-east  www.balancedseas.org

The establishment of regional Inshore
Fisheries and Conservation Agencies
(IFCAs), with new duties and powers
(England only)
The new fisheries management bodies
(replacing the Sea Fisheries committees) will
have the power to put inshore fisheries on a
sustainable footing. They will address the
sustainability of fisheries and also the impacts
of fishing on the wider marine environment. 

The IFCAs will also play an important role in
the management of the MCZs, and will be
responsible for creating and enforcing bylaws
to manage the  fisheries in these areas. 

The establishment of the Marine
Management Organisation (MMO) and
the implementation of marine planning
The UK MMO (based in Newcastle) started on
1 April 2010 and is the leading body with
responsibility for the sustainable development
of the UK marine area. It will produce marine
plans, regulate activities under the reformed
licensing regime, advise on major
infrastructure projects in the marine
environment and drive forward the collection
of marine data. 

More information at www.defra.gov.uk
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Pegwell Bay study
A major scientific study into the
effects of human disturbance on the
birds of Pegwell Bay near Ramsgate
will take two years to complete. It is
funded by Natural England,
GrantScape and Kent Wildlife Trust,
and overseen by a working group of
organisations including the RSPB,
Environment Agency, British Trust for
Ornithology and University of Kent.
The findings will be used to inform
the future management of the
National Nature Reserve. 

SHORELINES Seagull problem bagged! 
Homes in Ramsgate’s Eastcliff have
been having a great success in
trialling new seagull proof bags (made
out of polypropylene which protects
the black bag inside) to reduce attacks
on the rubbish bags and help improve
the street cleanliness in the area.

New ferries for Ramsgate 
LD Lines and Transeuropa Ferries are
working together to bring in a new
service which should help boost
passenger and freight services across
the channel between Ramsgate and
Ostend, Belgium.

We will visit you! 
Thanet Visitor information has
changed with staff now touring with a
mobile centre to all the major events
in the area, as well as operating from
the Margate Visitor Information
Centre (12-13 the Parade; 01843
577577). 

In Margate’s Sea Defence 
Funding of £4 million from the
Environment Agency has been
allocated to improve Margate’s sea
defences for protection up from a
level of one in 20 year, to one in 200
year storms. Construction would take
place in 2011/12.
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From Private Eye…
11 January 2010
The Archbishop of Canterbury
helped the Greek community in
East Kent with the ‘Blessing of the
Seas’ in Margate on the Thanet
Coast. 
12 January 2010
Volunteer Tony Sykes reported the
deaths of thousands of velvet
swimming crabs around the Thanet
coast. 
(The crabs seem to have been
caught out by the cold winter
weather for the second year in a
row. Private Eye didn’t pick up on the
fact that one of the common names
for this crab is the devil crab!)
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Getting Thanet wind of it? 
Great progress has been made
throughout the last year on the Thanet
Offshore Wind Farm, making it the
largest when completed in October
2010. Recent engineering activities
have seen even more of the turbines
put in position, and the completion of
the cabling ashore into Pegwell Bay.
www.vattenfall.co.uk

‘Array  ‘Array!
The Thames Array is proposed to be
even bigger than the Thanet Wind
Farm, and will help establish more
servicing jobs based in Ramsgate
harbour. Based 20km (12 miles) from
the Kent and Essex coasts in the
outer Thames Estuary, it would aim to
be the largest by producing nearly 7%
of the UK Government’s target of
providing 15.4% of all electricity
supply from renewable sources by
2015.  www.londonarray.com

Cliff falls?
The spell of cold and wet weather
over the last winter has led to more
frequent and larger chalk falls
occurring than in recent years.
Noticeably besides the Pegwell
Caravan Park, and there has been
emergency work carried out at other
areas, such as Stone Bay, Broadstairs. 

The Thanet coast, together with Pegwell
Bay, is an internationally important asset for
wintering birds, the marine life associated
with chalk caves, reefs and sandy bays. The
area is a designated European Marine Site.

Thanet Coast Project
c/o TDC, PO Box 9
Cecil Street, Margate CT9 1XZ 
01843 577672 or 577409 
thanet.coast@thanet.gov.uk 
www.thanetcoast.org.uk

thanet coast

Please note: To the best of our knowledge, the
information in these articles is correct, but errors may
unfortunately occur from time to time. Thanet Coast
Project cannot be held responsible for any changes to
events and information listed in the newsletter.
Please telephone the numbers listed to confirm
information. This newsletter can be made available in
other formats, including Braille, large print, audiotape
or other languages on request.

Editors: Tony Child, Rebecca Causer, 
Suzie Hooper and Cheryl Pendry
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