
The North East Kent European marine sites Management Scheme 139

7
.3

.2
 A

ct
io

n
 P

la
n

 f
o

r 
re

v
ie

w
s 

a
n

d
 r

e
v
is

io
n

 o
f 

th
e
 m

a
n

a
g

e
m

e
n

t 
sc

h
e
m

e

A
ct

io
n 

fo
r 

re
vi

ew
 a

nd
 r

ev
is

io
n 

of
 m

an
ag

em
en

t 
sc

he
m

e
Ty

pe
 o

f A
ct

io
n

M

00
/0

1
01

/0
2

02
/0

3
03

/0
4

04
/0

5
05

/0
6

Re
sp

on
si

bi
lit

y
Ti

m
e 

Fr
am

e

Pr
od

uc
e 

an
d 

la
un

ch
 fi

na
l v

er
si

on
 o

f M
an

ag
em

en
t 

Sc
he

m
e 

●
Al

l R
A’

s

M
an

ag
em

en
t 

G
ro

up
m

ee
tin

gs
 2

 p
er

 y
ea

r.
To

  i
nc

lu
de

  

re
po

rt
in

g 
of

 c
om

pl
ia

nc
e 

m
on

ito
rin

g 
 

Co
lla

te
in

fo
rm

at
io

n
�

�
�

�
�

Al
l R

A’
s 

an
d 

CW
P

re
po

rt
 o

n 
co

nd
iti

on
 m

on
ito

rin
g 

 
Co

lla
te

in
fo

rm
at

io
n

�
�

�
�

�
EN

 a
nd

 E
A

Fo
rm

al
  r

ev
ie

w
 o

f t
he

 a
ct

io
n 

pl
an

 
Re

vi
ew

�
�

�
�

�
Al

l R
A’

s

O
rg

an
is

e 
m

ee
tin

gs
 a

nd
 a

ct
 a

s 
se

cr
et

ar
ia

t
Li

ai
so

n
�

�
�

�
�

TD
C 

(L
ei

su
re

 a
nd

 To
ur

is
m

)

Ev
er

y 
 o

th
er

  y
ea

r 
m

ee
tin

g 
w

ith
 w

id
er

 s
ta

ke
ho

ld
er

s
Li

ai
so

n
●

●
Al

l R
A’

s

Re
vi

ew
 o

f M
an

ag
em

en
t 

Sc
he

m
e

Re
vi

ew
●

Al
l R

A’
s



W
at

er
 d

en
si

ty
,t

em
pe

ra
tu

re
 a

nd
 s

al
in

ity
In

ve
st

ig
at

e 
th

e 
fe

as
ib

ili
ty

 a
nd

 b
en

efi
ts

 o
f

m
on

ito
rin

g 
pa

ra
m

et
er

s 
an

d 
de

ve
lo

p 
an

ap
pr

op
ria

te
 m

on
ito

rin
g 

pr
og

ra
m

m
e

M
on

ito
rin

g
●

●
En

vi
ro

nm
en

t A
ge

nc
y 

w
ith

 E
ng

lis
h 

N
at

ur
e 

vi
a

th
e 

w
at

er
 q

ua
lit

y 
gr

ou
p

140 The North East Kent European marine sites Management Scheme

7
.3

.3
 A

ct
io

n
 P

la
n

 f
o

r 
su

rv
e
y
 a

n
d

 m
o

n
it

o
ri

n
g

 o
f 

th
e
 c

o
n

d
it

io
n

 o
f 

th
e
 i

n
te

re
st

 f
e
a
tu

re
s

A
ct

io
n 

fo
r 

fe
at

ur
e 

or
 s

ub
fe

at
ur

es
 a

nd
 a

tt
ri

bu
te

 t
o 

be
 m

on
it

or
ed

Ty
pe

 o
f A

ct
io

n
M

00
/0

1
01

/0
2

02
/0

3
03

/0
4

04
/0

5
05

/0
6

Re
sp

on
si

bi
lit

y
Ti

m
e 

Fr
am

e

Ex
te

nt
 o

f i
nt

er
tid

al
 r

ee
f,

m
ud

fla
ts

 (r
oo

st
in

g
go

ld
en

 p
lo

ve
r 

an
d 

fe
ed

in
g 

tu
rn

st
on

e)
,s

an
d

an
d 

ch
al

k 
sh

or
es

 (r
oo

st
in

g 
an

d 
fe

ed
in

g
tu

rn
st

on
e)

,a
nd

 s
hi

ng
le

 (r
oo

st
in

g 
tu

rn
st

on
e

an
d 

br
ee

di
ng

 li
tt

le
 t

er
n)

A
er

ia
l p

ho
to

gr
ap

hy
 s

ur
ve

y 
at

 e
qu

in
ox

al
tid

e,
di

gi
tis

at
io

n 
an

d 
an

al
ys

is
 

Su
rv

ey
●

En
gl

is
h 

N
at

ur
e 

(K
en

t C
ou

nt
y 

Co
un

ci
l a

nd
En

vi
ro

nm
en

t A
ge

nc
y)

Di
st

rib
ut

io
n 

of
 in

te
rti

da
l r

ee
f c

om
m

un
iti

es
ba

se
lin

e 
su

rv
ey

Su
rv

ey
●

En
gl

is
h 

N
at

ur
e 

m
on

ito
rin

g
M

on
ito

rin
g

●
En

gl
is

h 
N

at
ur

e 

Ex
te

nt
 o

f s
ub

tid
al

 re
ef

ba
se

lin
e 

su
rv

ey
Su

rv
ey

●
En

gl
is

h 
N

at
ur

e 

m
on

ito
rin

g
M

on
ito

rin
g

En
gl

is
h 

N
at

ur
e 

Sp
ec

ie
s 

co
m

po
sit

io
n 

of
 s

ub
tid

al
 re

ef
 (S

ur
ve

ye
d

in
 1

99
9)

m
on

ito
rin

g
M

on
ito

rin
g

●
En

gl
is

h 
N

at
ur

e 

Fe
at

ur
e 

or
 s

ub
fe

at
ur

es
 a

nd
 a

tt
ri

bu
te

 t
o 

be
 m

on
it

or
ed

cS
AC

 H
ab

it
at

s

In
te

rt
id

al
 H

ab
it

at
s

Re
ef

N
um

be
r a

nd
 c

ha
ra

ct
er

 o
f s

ea
 c

av
es

ba
se

lin
e 

su
rv

ey
Su

rv
ey

●
En

gl
is

h 
N

at
ur

e 

Li
ttl

e 
Te

rn
ba

se
lin

e 
su

rv
ey

 o
f f

ee
di

ng
 a

nd
 b

re
ed

in
g

ha
bi

ta
ts

 a
nd

 d
ist

ur
ba

nc
e 

le
ve

ls 
an

d 
fa

ct
or

s
Su

rv
ey

●
●

En
gl

is
h 

N
at

ur
e 

w
ith

 K
W

T

m
on

ito
rin

g
M

on
ito

rin
g

●
En

gl
is

h 
N

at
ur

e 

Ex
te

nt
 a

nd
 d

ist
rib

ut
io

n 
of

 c
av

e 
co

m
m

un
iti

es
ba

se
lin

e 
su

rv
ey

Su
rv

ey
●

En
gl

is
h 

N
at

ur
e 

m
on

ito
rin

g
M

on
ito

rin
g

●
En

gl
is

h 
N

at
ur

e 

m
on

ito
rin

g
M

on
ito

rin
g

●
En

gl
is

h 
N

at
ur

e 
w

ith
 K

W
T

m
on

ito
rin

g
M

on
ito

rin
g

●
En

gl
is

h 
N

at
ur

e 
w

ith
 K

W
T

m
on

ito
rin

g
M

on
ito

rin
g

●
●

●
En

gl
is

h 
N

at
ur

e 
vi

a 
Tu

rn
st

on
e 

Ph
D

Tu
rn

st
on

e
su

rv
ey

/re
se

ar
ch

 o
n 

fe
ed

in
g 

an
d 

ro
os

tin
g 

ha
bi

ta
t

an
d 

di
st

ur
ba

nc
e 

fa
ct

or
s a

nd
 le

ve
ls

Su
rv

ey
/

Re
se

ar
ch

●
●

●
●

En
gl

is
h 

N
at

ur
e 

vi
a 

Tu
rn

st
on

e 
Ph

D

G
ol

de
n 

Pl
ov

er
su

rv
ey

 o
f r

oo
st

in
g 

ha
bi

ta
t

Su
rv

ey
●

En
gl

is
h 

N
at

ur
e 

w
ith

 K
W

T

Se
a 

ca
ve

s

SP
A

 b
ir

d 
sp

ec
ie

s



The North East Kent Marine Sites Management Scheme 141

Appendix



142 The North East Kent Marine Sites Management Scheme



The North East Kent European marine sites Management Scheme 143

Abstraction Taking water from rivers or ground water.   

Algae Marine plants including green, red or brown seaweeds and microscopic organisms.  

Algal bloom A massive reproduction and growth of marine algae, usually free floating, in response to the
presence of higher than normal level of nutrients.

Algal mats Where a algal growth has become interwoven to form a mat.  When a mat forms it can smother
other algae.   

Annex I habitat type(s) A natural habitat type listed in Annex I of the Habitats Directive for which Special Areas of
Conservation can be selected.

Biodiversity The total variety of life on earth. This includes diversity within species, between species and of
ecosystems.

Biomass The total living or dry weight of biological life either occupying a level in the food chain,
inhabiting a particular area, or in a particular population  - depending on the context.  

Biota All the biological life (plants and animals) inhabiting a particular site, area, or period.  

Biotope The physical habitat with its biological community; a term which refers to the combination of
physical environment and its distinctive assemblage of conspicuous species.

Chalk aquifer A geological formation which holds an underground reservoir of water.  

Coastal Habitat (CHaMP) These plans will provide a framework for managing European (and Ramsar) sites that 
Management Plan are located on or adjacent to dynamic coastlines in fulfilment of obligations under the Habitats

and Birds Directive (and the Ramsar convention) to avoid damage and deterioration at these
sites particularly in relation to coastal defence issues.   

Characteristic species S pecial to or especially abundant in a particular situation or biotope. Characteristic species should
be immediately conspicuous and easily identified.

Citation The official  note describing the reasons a  site has been selected for a particular designation.
(Eg cSAC, SPA, SSSI)  

Community Any naturally occurring group of organisms occupying a common environment.

Competent authority Any Minister, government department, public or statutory undertaker, public person or person
holding a public office that exercises legislative powers.  

Conservation objective A statement of the nature conservation aspirations for a site, expressed in terms of the
favourable condition required for the habitats and/or species for which the site has been
selected.

Crustacean A class of invertebrates including crabs, shrimps and barnacles.   

Dessication Drying out by the sun and wind.

Dune slack A hollow between dunes which has a high water table (ie the ground water is close to, at or
above the ground surface).   

Dune feed sediments The sands which are moved  onto the shore as a result of wave action and which are then built
up by the wind to form dunes.    

Encrusting animals Marine animals which from colonies - like crusts  -  on hard surfaces.   

Energy budget The expenditure of energy in relation to it’s accumulation.  In this context a bird which has been
disturbed is using up energy to fly away which it may otherwise have used to lay down reserve
fat in preparation for migration.   

European marine site A European site - SAC or SPA - which consists of, or in so far as it consists of, areas covered
intermittently or continuously by seawater.  

Favourable A range of conditions for a natural habitat or species at which the sum of the influences acting
conservation status upon it are not adversely affecting its distribution, abundance, structure or function throughout

the biogeographic region.

Favourable condition A range of conditions for a natural habitat or species at which the sum of the influences acting
upon it are not adversely affecting its distribution, abundance, structure or function within an
individual Natura 2000 site. 

Flood Defence Strategy A strategy which identifies options for defending sections of the coast.

Food chain Plants or animals which are linked together in a sequence  as one organism eats another and
food energy is passed along.   

Foreshore  The part of the shore which lies between normal high and low water marks.

Fry Newly hatched or very young fish.

Geomorphology The study of the formation  and development of the land surface and its physical features.  

Grazers Marine animals which feed by scraping off microalgae from rocks and other surfaces.  

Appendix A Glossary
This glossary has been compiled for the purposes of fostering understanding of this management scheme and therefore
should not be taken as definitive.

Appendix
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Habitat An environment defined by specific biological and non-biological factors in which the species
lives at any stage of its life cycle.

Habitats Directive The abbreviated term for Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the Conservation of
Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora. It is the aim of this Directive to promote the
conservation of certain habitats and species within the European Union.

Habituate A decrease in the level of response  over time  to the same level of stimulation ie getting used to
something.

Hydrography The scientific study of seas, lakes and rivers.

Hypernutrification  Excessive level of  nutrients (plant food).  

Interest feature A natural or semi-natural feature for which a European site has been selected.  This includes any
Habitats Directive Annex I habitat or Annex II species and any population of a bird species for
which a site has been selected under the Birds Directive (see also sub-feature).

Intertidal The area of the shore between the highest and lowest tides.

Lichen An organism which is composed of algae and fungus.

Maintain The action required for an interest feature when it is considered to be in favourable condition.  

Management scheme The framework established by the relevant authorities under Regulation 34 at a European
marine site under which their functions are exercised to secure compliance with the Habitats
Directive in relation to that site.

Microalgal Microscopic marine plants - when grouped together they are visible as a coloured zone on e.g.
cliff faces.  

Microbial pathogens A minute living being which can  cause disease.  

Microtopography The small scale and detailed natural surface features of an area.   

Migratory Species of animals that move regularly between areas -  often movements are between breeding
and wintering feeding grounds.

Molluscs Soft bodied unsegmented animals usually with shells e.g.  limpets, periwinkles. whelks, cockles,
muscles, oysters and piddocks.

National A designation given to Sites of Special Scientific Interest that are amongst the finest wildlife and
Nature Reserve earth heritage sites in England, containing examples of a wide range of ecosystems, habitats,

communities and species, and of geological and geomorphological features and formations.

Nationally scarce/rare For marine purposes, these are regarded as species or biotopes of limited national occurrence. 

Natural change Change which is attributable to natural causes rather than those which result from human activities. 

Natura 2000 series The European network of protected sites established under the Birds Directive and the
Habitats Directive. 

Nutrient enrichment When a water body has an extra input of  plant nutrients such as nitrates or phosphates, which
under the right conditions cause excessive plant growth and can reduce the oxygen content of
the water.  

Objective 2 ‘Objective 2' is one of the objectives for European Union structural funds.  This objective is for
areas which have been subject to industrial decline or long term structural economic problems.
If an area is identified as an Objective 2 area it has access to funding through the European
Regional Development Fund and the EU Social Fund.

Operations which may Any activity or operation taking place within, adjacent to, or remote from a European marine 
cause deterioration site that has the potential to cause deterioration or disturbance to the habitats or species for 
or disturbance which the site has been designated.

Organic enrichment When a water body has an extra input of small particles of organic material. These are broken
down by micro organisms to become plant nutrients contributing to nutrient enrichment.

Particulate In the form of many tiny separate particles.  

PCB’S Polychlorinated Byphenyls, chemicals which have been used in the electronics industry. They can
build up in the food chain and are poisonous.  

Piddocks A type of bivalve mollusc.

Plan or project Any proposed development that is within a relevant authority’s function to control, or over
which a competent authority has a statutory function to decide on applications for consents,
authorisations, licences or permissions.

Predation The natural preying of one animal on another.  

Prey species A species which is the food source for a another.   

Reef Marine rocky surfaces colonized by biological life.

Refracted The way water is deflected off a hard surface at a certain angle having hit it from a different angle.   

Relevant authority A body which has powers or functions which have or could have an impact on the marine
environment within a European marine site.
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Roost A place where birds regularly settle to sleep.  
SAC Special Area of Conservation.  A site of Community importance designated by the Member

States where the necessary conservation measures are applied for the maintenance of
restoration, at a favourable conservation status, of the habitats and/or species for which the site
is designated. A candidate SAC is a SAC formally submitted to the European Commission, but yet
to be adopted by the Commission and designated as a SAC.

Scour A process of abrasion of  surfaces caused by the action of sandy particles carried in moving
water. Usually occurs as a result of tidal water movement or, in shallower areas, by wave action.

Sensitivity The level of intolerance of a habitat, community or individual to damage or disturbance from an
external factor.  

Shoreline  Plans which identify appropriate lines for coast defence based on land use and coastal processes.
Management Plan

SPA Special Protection Area  - a European designation for the protection of birds and their habitats.  

Spawning The activity of producing eggs.

Spore (Of algae) microscopic reproductive cells produced in vast numbers.

Sub feature An ecologically important component of the interest feature.

Subtidal Zone of the sea below low water.   

Surge A swell of waves moving powerfully forward.

SSSI A Site of Special Scientific Importance. A designation given to sites considered to be of nature
conservation and/or geological importance in a National context.

Synthetic compounds In this context synthetic compounds are chemicals  created by  chemical processing and that do
/non-synthetic not occur naturally. Non synthetic compounds are those compounds which can  occur naturally
compounds but not in the concentrations resulting from chemical processing .

Territorial The behaviour involved in occupying and then  defending a division of space.  

TBT A chemical, tributyltin, which is toxic to marine life and which is used as an anti-fouling paint on
large vessels.

Thermal regime Regularly changing patterns in the temperature of the sea.   

Toxic contamination Pollute with poisonous chemicals.

Toxins Chemicals which are poisonous.  

Turbid Waters that contain high levels of particulate matter through which light penetration is poor.  

Type locality The locality from which the original specimens used to describe a new species were taken.

Typical species A species that is considered to be a typical component of a feature or sub feature.

Upper Cretaceous Chalk rocks formed from small sea creatures deposited during the Cretaceous period -  a period
in time usually dated as 135-136 million years before present and lasting about 70 million years. 

Vulnerability The likelihood of a habitat, community or individual of being exposed to an external factor to
which it is sensitive.

Wintering A species which has migrated to the area to find adequate food during the  winter months.  

Zonation In a planning context this means:  areas which are designated for particular use.

In a natural context this means:  the natural division of the habitat into particular communities.  

CCC Canterbury City Council

CWP Coastal Wildlife Project

DETR Department of the Environment Transport & the Regions

EA Environment Agency

EC European Commission

EU European Union

FCO Foreign & Commonwealth Office  

FEPA Food & Environment Protection Act

GIS Geographical Information Unit

HSE Health & Safety Executive

KCC Kent County Council

KWT Kent Wildlife Trust  

MAFF Ministry of Agriculture Fisheries & Food

MCA Marine Conservation Association

NEKEms North East Kent European marine sites

NFSA National Federation of Sea Anglers

NNR National Nature Reserve

PCB Polychlorinated biphenyl

SAC Special Area of Conservation

SCI Site of Community Importance

SFC Sea Fisheries Committee

SPA Special Protection Area

SSSI Site of Special Scientific Interest

SWS Southern Water Services  

TBT Tributyl tin  

TDC Thanet District Council

UWWTR Urban Waste Water Treatment  

WRA Water Resources Act  

Appendix B Acronyms
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Appendix C List of Relevant Authorities

Kent and Sussex Sea Fisheries Committee
The Ice House
Military Road 
Ramsgate
Kent CT11 9LG

Environment Agency
Orchard House
Endeavour Park
London Road
West Malling, Kent ME19 5SH

Thanet District Council
Council Offices
PO Box 9
Cecil Street
Margate
Kent CT9 1XZ

Southern Water
Corporate Strategy
Southern House
Yeoman Road
Worthing BN13 3NX

Kent County Council
Strategic Planning Directorate
Invicta House
County Hall
Maidstone
Kent ME14 1XX

Sandwich Port and Haven Commissioners
Guildhall
Cattle Market
Sandwich
Kent CT13 9AH

Dover District Council
White Cliffs Business Park
Dover
Kent CT16 3PG

Canterbury City Council
Planning Department
Military Road
Canterbury
Kent CT1 1YW

English Nature
The Countryside Management Centre
Coldharbour Farm
Wye
Ashford
Kent TN25 5DB
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Appendix D List of Participants

Bait Digger
Bass Fishing Club
Beach Concessionaire
Birchington Parish Council
Broadstairs Active Retirement Association

Broadstairs and St. Peters Sea Angling Association
Broadstairs and St. Peters Town Council
Broadstairs Hoteliers Association

Broadstairs Sailing Club
Canterbury Christ Church University College
Canterbury City Council*
Caravan Park Owners

Church Commissioners
Clay Pigeon Shooting

Cliffsend Residents Association

Cluttons

Commercial Bait Diggers

Council for Protection of Rural England
Countryside Commission

Countryside Landowners Association

Crown Estate, The
Dane Court Grammar School
Disabled

Dover District Council*
Durrell Institute for Conservation Ecology
East Kent Maritime Trust

Ecclesiastic Commissioners

Elderly

English Heritage

English Nature*
English Sports Council

Environment Agency*
Foreness Point Action Group
Foreness Water Ski Club
Friends of the Earth (Thanet)

Geologist Club

Green Tourism Specialist

Horse Rider

Hovercraft Club
Joss Bay Surf Club
Kent & Sussex British Marine Industries  Federation

Kent County Council*
Kent Land Sailing Club 
Kent Marine Group
Kent Ornithological Society
Kent Wildlife Trust
Lido Properties Ltd

Local Agenda 21 (Thanet)
Local Farmer
Local Geologist
Local Scientists
Ministry of Agriculture,Fisheries & Food

Margate Civic Society
Margate Hoteliers Association
Margate Pier & Harbour Company*

Margate Yacht Club
Marine Ecologist
Minnis Bay Windsurfing Club

National Farmers Union

National Sports Council

National Trust, The
Natural History Museum, The
Pegwell & District Association
Personal Watercraft User

Pfizer Ltd
Police Community Liaison Officer
Port Ramsgate Ltd

Princes Golf Club

Ramblers Association

Ramsgate & Broadstairs Civic Society
Ramsgate Hoteliers Association

Readers Digest Beach Watch Campaign
Royal Society for the Protection of Birds
Royal Temple Yachting Association
Sandwich Bay Bird Observatory
Sandwich Bay Sailing and Water Ski Club

Sandwich Port & Haven Commissioners*
Sandwich Sailing and Motor Boat CLub

Sea Fisheries Committee*
Serco  (Beach Cleaners)

Small Boat Angler
South East Tourist Board

Southern Water Services*
Sub-Aqua Club

Swimmer
Tapp A R (Farmer)

Thanet Chamber Of Commerce

Thanet Countryside Trust

Thanet Cycling Club
Thanet & District Sports Association for Disabilities 
Thanet District Council*
Thanet Dog Owners Association

Thanet Fishermen’s Association
Thanet Local Production for Local Needs
Thanet Road Runners Club

Thanet Sports Council
Thanet Sub-aqua
Thanet Waste Reduction & Resourcefulness Group
Training Agencies

Trust for Thanet Archaeology
Trustees of Simmons Charity

Westgate & Westbrook Residents Association
World Wildlife Fund
Youth Groups

N.B
* Relevant Authorities
Emboldened names denote that a representative attended at least one of the four workshops.
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Appendix F List of the legislation affecting the water industry

Legislation Explanation

Water Resources Act 1991 Established responsibilities of the National River Authority (NRA)

Environment Act 1995 Established responsibilities of the Environment Agency (EA) in 1995 to
replace NRA.

EU Bathing Water Directive (BWD) Aims to protect the environment and public health by reducing
pollution and protecting designated bathing waters.

EU Habitats Directive Gives Europe-wide protection to certain rare and endangered habitats
and species in terrestrial  and marine environments.

EU Environmental Assessment Directive Requires an Environmental Statement to be prepared on all proposed
developments that might have a significant effect on the environment.

EU Use of Sewerage in Agriculture Directive Aimed at regulating use of sewerage sludge in agriculture to prevent
harmful effects on soil vegetation, animals and man, while encouraging
its correct use. Controls are implemented through statutes and codes of
good practice.

EU Dangerous Substances Directive Control of substances that are of concern as they are usually toxic to
aquatic life at low concentrations, persistent and bioaccumulate in the
food chain.

Subsequent EU Directives lay down standards for specific ‘dangerous’
substances entering inland and coastal waters.

EU Urban Wastewater Treatment Directive 
(UWWTD)

Lays down minimum requirements for the treatment of municipal waste
water (depending on discharge size and sensitivity of receiving waters)
and disposal of sludge.
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Appendix G Citations - Three N2K sites and summary maps

Thanet Coast
candidate Special Area of Conservation (cSAC)
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Thanet Coast and Sandwich Bay
Special Protection Area (SPA)
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Thanet Coast and Sandwich Bay
Ramsar citation



Sandwich Bay
Special Area of Conservation (cSAC)
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Thanet Coast
Site of Specific Scientific Interest (SSSI)
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Sandwich Bay and Hacklinge Marshes
Site of Specific Scientific Interest (SSSI)
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Appendix H Map of national Nature Reserve
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