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6pm, Thursday 16 November - Margate Visitor Info Centre

Part TWO



Agenda
See Part ONE
6.30pm Welcome

6:35 Thanet Coast Project & Coastal Wardens 2023

6:45 Short Sharp Shore: updates/presentations - pt1 

PART TWO
Short Sharp Shore: updates/presentations-pt2   (Pages 4-67)

8.10 Climate Change - Thanet                     (Pages 69-86)

8:30 Feedback comments                          (Pages 87-96)
- Networking, nibbles & drinks

9-9.15 Depart



Short Presentations
SEE PART ONE

1.Natural England update - NEKMPA MG-AG/Coastbusters 

Becca Turley, Natural England

2.King Charles III England Coast Path - short film 

Laura Whitfield, Natural England Access Team

3.Is our Kelp disappearing? 

Ian Tittley, NEKSCAG/Kent Field Club/SeasideMuseum   

4.Sea Level Change in Thanet 

Richard & Tina Hubbard 

5.Coastal Bird changes

Greg Bessant, Bird Wise East Kent

PART TWO:
6.Save Minster Marshes                                             (Pages 4 to 24)

Nik Mitchell, Wildlife Conservation in Thanet
7.Pegwell Bay NNR updates: The Good & the Bad   (Pages 25 to 42)

Nina Jones, Kent Wildlife Trust
8.Zero Margate Update and display panels                (Pages 43 to 67)

Sam Causer, Zero Margate
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Updates From Pegwell Bay NNR: 

The Good and the Bad

Nina Jones
Pegwell Bay Protected Area 

Warden



kentwildlifetrust.org.uk

• 615 hectares mudflats, saltmarsh, sand dune, 

saltmarsh, chalk cliff

Pegwell and Sandwich Bay 
National Nature Reserve

Local Nature Reserve (LNR)
National Nature Reserve (NNR)
Natura 2000
Ramsar
Site of Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSI)
Special Areas of Conservation (SAC)
Special Protection Areas (SPA)
Country Park
County Geological Site



Disturbance Records

Time of Year

• Seal disturbance 

• Bird Disturbance

• Collated over the 4 quarterlies

• Increase in disturbance incidents 

concerning seals and birds in Summer 

2023



Causes

• Dog Walkers

• Walkers

• Motorized Watercraft



LOREM IPSUM

 Disturbance 
from Watercraft

• Useful for raising awareness 

amongst local councils and 

relevant authorities

• Supports the presence of council 

enforcement officers

• Supported Initiation of Operation 

Seabird

🙁   Evidencing disturbance is difficult        

as it requires a camera with a lens.



•  

•  

Kite Surfing



Dog Walking



• 1st NE Kent Operation

• Several Weekends 

During Summer 

Holidays

•  Jet Ski Banned from 

local waters

•  

Operation Seabird



New Signage

• A change of stance to highlight 

location of safe viewing point.

• General protocol to avoid 

highlighting haul out spots has 

failed to offer seals protection 

with more people accessing the 

water in order to view the 

rumored seals.

• More visitors now using the 

coast path to view seals, from 

locations where they can cause 

no harm.



New Resources

• Leaflets

• Downloadable Posters

• New Webpages

• New update inserts

New Resources



How to watch 
seals safely 

webpage

• Recognising Disturbance
• Report Seal Disturbance
• Download Posters

https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/how-watch-seals-safely
https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/how-watch-seals-safely


Support for Campaigns

e.g. EFRA Report



Wilder Coast Volunteer Team 
Continues

• Eyes of the Bay
• Report of Disturbance Incidents
• Trained in Conflict Resolution
• Local Residents

www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/volunteering-opportunities/coastal-engagement-volunteer



WISE Accreditation Scheme
www.wisescheme.org

• The UK national training scheme for minimising disturbance to marine wildlife

•  Deliver training/accreditation to operators of registered passenger and charter 
vessels who wish to view marine wildlife responsibly;

•  Deliver training/accreditation to professional practitioners involved in 
coastal/inter-tidal adventure activities



Future Objectives

Russ Miles

• Aim to plan Operation Seabird events ahead of 

time for busy summer days  e.g. bank holidays

 

• Support from council enforcement officers and 

PCSO’s to lead on engagement regarding 

incidents of major seal disturbance  

 

• Develop means of collating data on how the 

public view Pegwell Bay NNR. 

 

• Seal watching area turned into a viewing point 

 

• Continue to reach out to community groups, 

particularly new families moving to the area

 



Collaboration is The Key
 

  

 

 
 
 

 
 



Thank you for 
listening

kentwildlifetrust.org.u
k

kentwildlifetrust.org.uk

@kentwildlife

Nina.jones@kentwildlife.org.uk
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End of short presentations!  Now, pp72-89 the

MAIN PRESENTATION



Climate Change 
DR HANNAH SCOTT



What temperature increase 
means you have a fever? 

World temperature 
has increased by 
1.2oC since the 
industrial revolution.

The world has a fever



CO2 levels



How has this happened?

Balanced CO
2
 cycle                                          Unbalanced cycle causing climate change

 

Plants 
and 
trees 
take up 
CO

2

Humans 
and 
animals eat 
the plants 
for energy.
Humans 
burn the 
trees for 
heat and 
and use 
the wood 
for shelter.

Fossil fuels are 
stored CO2 

produced millions 
of years ago.

Humans started to 
dig this up and burn 

it for energy.
Massive increase in 

CO
2

CO
2



Where does CO2 come from? 

Burning Natural Gas: 

When heating the air or water in our homes. 

When cooking on a gas stove.

Burning petrol/diesel (from oil) in 

cars/vans



Production of electricity using 
fossil fuels

We need to 
stop using 
fossil fuels 
and instead 
create 
electricity 
using wind or 
solar.



Methane and land clearance

Low levels of meat 
and dairy 
consumption

High levels of meat and dairy 
consumption: increased methane 
production. 
Increased land clearance to for products, 
cattle and to produce animal feed

 

Balanced GHG cycle Unbalanced cycle causing climate change

Over consumption of stuff in general is also driving climate change 



What are the likely impacts of 
climate change?

- Heat waves and droughts
- Extreme storms and flash flooding
- Food system shortages 
- Ecosystem disruption

Based on the Met Office's UK 
Climate Projections (UKCP) for 
the south east, by 2080

- summers are likely to be 
hotter by around 5°C to 6°C

- winters are likely to be 
warmer by around 3°C to 4°
C

- summer rainfall is likely to 
decrease by 30% to 50%

- winter rainfall is likely to 
increase by 20% to 30%

- sea level rise is likely to 
increase by 0.8m.

https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/research/approach/collaboration/ukcp/index
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/research/approach/collaboration/ukcp/index


KCC Risk and impact 
assessment
Link here 

Climate change is a public health emergency

https://www.kent.gov.uk/environment-waste-and-planning/climate-change/kents-changing-climate/climate-change-risk-and-impact-assessment


2020 news

Australia:  28 people were killed, over 2,000 homes were lost. An estimated 1 
billion animals were lost and one third of the entire koala population perished.



2021 news

Two months’ worth of rain in just two days 
leading to extreme flooding and approximately 
200 deaths

Greece - extreme heat wave.
Fires in the country consumed five 
times as much land as they do in an 
average year.



Heatwave of 2022

40.3oC in the UK

Plus a global increase in temperature

2022 was the warmest year since records began in 1884



2023

March - second warmest March on record

June - hottest June on record

Vast wildfires in Canada and parts 

Mediterranean including Greece, Italy and Spain. 

.

July saw the hottest three-week period ever recorded; the three hottest days 

on record; and the highest-ever ocean temperatures for this time of year.

World Meteorological Organisation: “Exceptional heat and 

rain, wildfires and floods mark summer of extremes”

https://public.wmo.int/en/media/news/exceptional-heat-and-rain-wildfires-and-floods-mark-summer-of-extremes


UN secretary general
The era of global warming has ended and “the era of global boiling 

has arrived”

“Climate change is here. It is terrifying. And it is just the beginning,” 

“It is still possible to limit global temperature rise to 1.5C [above 

pre-industrial levels], and avoid the very worst of climate change. But 

only with dramatic, immediate climate action.”

Full speech here. 

https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/speeches/2023-07-27/secretary-generals-opening-remarks-press-conference-climate%5D


The answer is straightforward

SMOKING → companies promoted as health giving → correct information → 
knowledge

CFCs → whole in ozone layer → stop using CFCs

Fossil fuels → CO2 →global heatwaves, fires, flash flood and 

death —> ?

Stop using fossil fuels →renewable industrial revolution



Thanet District Council action

● 2030 target
● Wider target



Thanet wide emissions 



Six actions that will significantly 
reduce your carbon footprint

Link to Take 
the jump 
campaign

https://takethejump.org/
https://takethejump.org/
https://takethejump.org/


Coastal Wardens
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Coastal Wardens

‘Feedback’:

2024:
- INNS / Coastbuster training?
- Geology or climate change indoor session?
- ?



Coastal Wardens

‘Feedback’:



Volunteering

   THANK YOU 
for helping and being the ‘eyes & ears’ of the coast

& helping with with surveys, monitoring, training 
or kindly donating your time to help run 

many public & community events

The Thanet Coast Project events would not have 
been able to take place this year without your 

time and enthusiasm to support it!

Photo: Greg Bessant

‘HUGE THANKS’ 
to all the speakers

this evening
(& to the helpers!)



Thanet Coast Project - NEKMPA

Photo: XXX

with donations support from Southern Water, Natural England and general public

Coastal Wardens/Guardians
2023 Annual Forum -  16 November - Margate Visitor Info Centre

NETWORKING TIME with drinks & nibbles …
“THANK YOU” 

until 9150pm 


